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Dear Coin, : q 
Ii E Memory of our Saviour is held 14 | 


in ſuch Veneration by a!l Chriſtians, 
that his Life in Miniature muſt neceſfarily 
be ſo too. Its native Worth and Value pla- 
ces it above Encomiums as well as Apologies : 
Neither ſtands it in need of a ceremonious 
Introduction, to uſher it into the World, 13 
any more than it does of the Protection or 
« Patronage of any one. Thus you ſee the 
Nature of the Preſent, which I make to you 
in particular, is extreamly different from 9 
thoſe which, by flattering Dedications, court = | 
the Favour of great Perſons, and, in my | 
Judgment, is Prefetable to thoſe indigent 
Compliments which beg the charitable Coun- 
tenance of a Patron. This Picture, or H1- 
ſtory of Chriſt, whoſe Remembrance is ſo 
dear and ſacred to us, is a Copy taken with all 
FExactneſs from an Original, which was 
drawn by an eminent Hand into the narrow 
{Compals which you ſee, to the end it might | 
* be always pretent to our Eyes, and conſe- / at 
quently ſettle in our Hearts a true Senſe of 
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The Dedication, 


what he did and ſuffer'd for our Sakes. By 
which means, this Life of his in Miniature, 
inſtead of ſecking a Patronage, will become 
our Protector againſt the ſeducing Miſchiefs 
of the World. And you, my dear Couſin, 
Pm ſure, will ſo well ſerve yourſelf of the 
favourable Opportunity, as to reap all the 
Advantage that is derivable from our Savi- 
our's putting himſelf, as it were, under your 
Roof: For, by chuling the beſt and only 
neceſſary Thing, you will ſecure a Happi- 
neſs that will never be taken from you, and 
cHectvally render this ſmall Piece the moſt 
valuable Preſent that could poſſibly be mace 
you by, 
Your moſt affeiienate Kinſman, 


And humble Servant, &c 
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HE Reflections you will find here 
are not in the Nature of a Com- 
mentary ; you'll therefore be decerved, if 


you expect nice or curious Speculations in 


them, The Reaſon why they are added to 
the Abridgment is, to ſecond, in ſome 
meaſure, the Author's pious Intention; 

d that the Reader, after Peruſal of ſome 
Part of Chriſt's Sacred Hiſtory, may not 


* depart without ſuch affectionate Impreſ- 
frons remaining in his Mind, as ought to 
|, be the Fruit of reading the Holy Goſ- 
pels : Their Epitome is fo very ſhort, 


as renders it portable without the leaſt 
Incumbrance , by which means we may 
always have a Subject with which to en- 
tertain our Thoughts moſt advantageouſly 
in our private Walks, or when e are 
alone. Thoſe who pleaſe may form other 
Refleclions or Meditations of their own, 


« 
more agreeable to themſelves, from whence 


they will reap conſiderable Advantage, 
Hows 


However, if theſe plain and natural 


tained my Defire, and remain fully ſali s- 
fied with having offer'd an Imployment, 


To the Reader, 


Conceptions of the Soul (but jo far pathe- 
tick as reſults from à genuine and lively 
Senſe of our Saviour's Words and Acti- 
ons). are ſo happy as to be any ways 


conducive to good Effefts, T fhall have 2 


in which the Reader will not have loft His 
Labour, 


Farewel, 
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Our Saviour's LIFE, Ec. 
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be PR E F A CE. 


T your Requeſt, my dear Theophilus, I give 
A to the World this Abridgment of our Saviour”s 
Life in Englith, which a more eminent Per- 

fon had ſome Years ago compoſed in Latin: Aud you 
were of his Opinion, that the Series of our Saviour”s 
Aftions, brought into as compendious a Method as is 
Foſſible, and form'd according to the ſucceſſive Years of 
his Age, would be a moſt uſeful, as well as a mo/l ac- 
ceptable, Preſent ta all ſtudious and pirus Readers. 
For, by this means, they may, at une View, behold 
"that Sacred Hiſtory, which in the Evangeli/ts is not a 
little confuſed and intricate. The Order therefore 
is this Hirt, his Iunfancy and Youth, which reaches 
to his Baptiſm and Man's Eſtate ; his Time of Man- 
god we diſtinguiſh into thaſe Paſſages which were 
the Fore-runners of his Preaching until the fir! Paſ- 


cha, and then into his Four Years Preaching and 


Conver ſation until his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 


—_— 


His Ixrancy and YouTn. 


5 ſoon as the Time appointed was at hand, in 
which the Eternal Word was to become In- 
Carnate, in the Reign of Zerod, Almighty God 
ſent 
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(8) 
ſent the Angel Gabriel to Zacharias, to acquaint 
him, That Elizabeth his Wife would be deliver'd 
of a Son, whoſe Name ſhould be 7%n, and who 
ſhould be the Precurſor of the Meſſias. Six Months 
after, the ſame Angel is ſent to the- Virgin Mary, 


to let her know, That ſhe was to be the Mother of, 


God. When ſhe was with Child, ſhe went to vi- 
ſit her Couſin Eliaabeth'. John is born according 
to the Angel's Prediction, and at his Circumciſion 
receives his Name, and Zacharias the Uſe of his 
Tongue, who immediately bleſſeth God. 
After this, 7o/eph is told by the Angel, That his 
Wife is with Child by the Holy Ghoſt. Some 
Time after, Chriſt is born in Bethlehem, the 25th 
of December, about Midnight. As was 
prophetically ſaid, (a) 7/Þil/t all Things © Sap. 18. 
enjoy d an undiſturb'd Repoſe, and Mid- 
night Shades had &erſpread the Earth, the Ommi pa- 
tent Word, darting itſelf from Heaven, deſcended 
from its regal Manſion upon our Earth. And this 


miraculous Bleſſing came to us in the Year 4022 


from the Creation of the World, about the 43d 
of Auguſius Cæ ſar's Reign, and the 29th of Herod, 
King of the Fews. | 

The Birth of Chriſt is told by Angels to the 
Shepherds ; eight Days after which he is circum- 
Ciſed, and ſix Days after Circumciſion he is adored 
by the Magi of the Za/t, who found him by the 
wonderful Conduct of a Star. The 20 Days of 
Purification being expired, he is carried to the 
Temple of Jeruſalem. 

Flerod grew enraged at the News of a new-born 
King of the Jets, and therefore ordered the bloo- 
dy Maſſacre of all Children within Two Years old. 
Upon which 7o/eph is admoniſhed by an Angel to 


fy into Ægyßt with the Child and his Mother, 
where they continued *till the Death of ZZerod, of 


which 
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Time, depute ſome Perſons to know of John who 
or what he pretends to be: To which 7% anſwers, 
That he is not Chriſt, but, nevertheleſs, Chriſt 
was amongſt them, tho' they knew him not. 
> The Day after, Jeſus being return'd out cf tho 
Deſart, and going to %u, Behold, ſays the 13:p- 
tiſt, behold the Lamb of God, (ſhewing Chritt) 
who takes away the Sins of the World. Ihe next 
Day he repeats the ſame Teſtimony in the hearing 
of two of his Diſciples, and looking on Jeſus as he 
walk'd by. The two Diſciples follow'd him, one of 
which was Ardrew, who brought his Brother S::nn 
alſo to Jeſus. The Day following he went into 
Galilee, where finding Philip, he bids him follow, 
who did ſo, and, finding out Nathaniel, acquaints 
him that the Me ſſius was come, who, doubting the 
Truth of the Report, went to ſee, and, being con- 
vinced, he alſo became a Follower of Chriſt. 
The third Day after our Saviour had left the De— 


ſart, he went into Cana of Galilee, to the Marriage 


{as is thought) of Simon the Cananean, ſurnamed Ze 
lotes, whither he, his Diſciples, and his Mother, had 
been invited ; where he miraculouſly converted 


Water into Wine. After this, he, with his Mo- 


ther, Brethren, and Diſciples, went to Cup2rnarm, 
From hence, within a few Days after, he went to 
Jeruſalem, near the Time of the Jewyh Paſcha, 
where he expell'd the Temple the whole Market of 
Buyers and Sellers, and the Bankers, with their Mer- 
chiandiſe. 


Reflections. 


The marvellolis Prog flicks which ſore-ran the Birth 
Hour Meffias, as well as the wonderful Fuents that 
dttended it; the Retort of a rew-born X. 2g of the 


Jews, which had raifed ſuch a blootly Fealouſy in 


Mind of Herod ; the convincing Arguments ww : 
* 1 © 
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| (14) 
Chrift uſed in the Temple, at twelve Years old, to 
prove that the Meſſias was already come; and the great 
Hopes which the well-diſp: ſed Vorld had conceived of a 
Redeemer ; ſcem'd either to be Fiftions and idle Dreams, 
or to be Things forgotten, and quite extinguiſhed in 
the Memory of Men, (by a Subjection to his Parents; 
in which he lived during the Term of almsj? twenty 

ars, from the Time that he diſputed with the Dec- 
tors to their Confuſion, and the Satisfaction of all und 
prejudiced Auditors) until he appeared upon the Banks 
of Jordan, and was baptized in its Streams by tbe 
Holy Precurſor. 

But the Mays of Providence, tho they are all myſte- 
rious, and meaſur'd by infinite Wiſdom, yet ſome pro- 
fitable Inſiructions may be drawn from thoſe Beams 
which dart themſelves thro' that Holy Obſcurity ; and 


there is much Room for ſerious Thought in that ſhort * 


Summary of twenty Years, expreſs'd in few Mords, 
- He adyanced in Age, Wiſdom, and Grace, with ,» 
God and Men. 
Accompliſhed with theſe neceſſary Endowments for, 
a great Maſter and Teacher, he enters upon the The- 
atre of the Morld, by being baptiz'd by John, and 
publijſh'd to be the Son of God by a Voice from Heaven. 
After his Baptiſm he retires into the Deſart to faſt and 
pray; in which he continues forty Days. 
Bluſh, my Soul, for Shame, to ſee the Son of God 

faſting and praying for thy Redemption, whilſt you, un- 
cancern'd for your future State, let whole Years paſs 
au ny without acting in your oon behalf with that Vi- 
gour which is neceſſary for you, and with that Leal 
which he practiſed for your Iuſtruction. Tait then, my 
Soul ; watt upon thy Savicur in his Retreat, and learn 
of him to faſt and pray for thine own Salvation : It 
mmports thee extreamly to lay hold of ſo inviting an 
Example, if thou wouldſt be enabled to overcome the 
Temptations of the Morld, by a Love of Heaven firmly 


_ rooted. 
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18 
rooted and eftablifhed in thee, Behold him i'd in Con- 
templation of the Divine Eſſence, in which all Perfection 
75-difplay*d after a wonderful Manner. IF/ith what 
Pleaſure, what Raptures of Delight is he employ'd in 


the beatifical Viſion, in the Sight of the utmoſt Felicity 
& which Human Nature is capable / 


Tortiſy'd with the delightfut Knmwiedge and Con- 
templation of all that Heaven cintains, the Devil aſ- 
"arts him with all the Allurcments that his inveterate 
Malice could invent, but I repuls'd with Shame and 
Confuſion, 

You ſee, my Soul, the Fruits of Prayer and Haft- 
ing, and would feel the Pleaſure tos if thin didft but 
imitate thy Saviour. Veld then ns longer to the Anmuſe- 
ments of the led, bit ftrengthen thyſcif g 
them with-a ſeriaus and vigorous Application of thy 
Thoughts to the Contemplation aud Love of thy anly tru? 
Felicity. 
Ged ; fellow him with thy whole Affection, that thy 
Sins alſo may be taken away : He calls upm thee to leave 


the dangerous Courſe of Life which will precipitate 


Yhee inis eternal Hiſery. Mate haſte, my Sou!, and 
obey the Invitation; fee with what Readineſs Philip 
oe after 22 and charitably engages Nathaniel into 
this happy Society. Loſe not this favourable Moment 
which thou mayſt improve to thy eternal Happineſs, and 


from henceforth became a diligent Follawer and Difci le 


of thy Lord and God. 


In Cana of Galilee thou may/? beheld his firſt Mi- 
racle; and, if thy Faith by ſuch Oljects acquire a more 
lively Vigour, thou wilt ſoon behold as great a Miracle 


wrought upon thyſelf, by the happy Change of thy Con- 
dition. from a Lover of the Morid to a Lover og + Hea- 


en. 


And not, my $ oul, that thou art engaged in the Service 


of thy Lord, wait upen him to the Temple of Jeruſalem 
ſee with what Zeal he turns out thoſe who abuſe the 
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The Baptiſt points cut to thee the Lamb of 


* 8 4 * * = A - 
* N 3 1 * , . « | * 4 " 
' — . 1 >. 
. — — 


—— 


2 F _— - << » E 
= > C 
— nA 


2 


— — — . * 


4 2 — 
1 . 


(16) 
Flouſe of Prayer, by turning it into a Place of Traffch. 
Examine thyſelf, my Soul, the Nature of thy Aﬀections 
t all Times; but be ſure to carry none with you into | 
theſe facred Places that are not or ly free from tenipo- .  , 
ral Engagements, but full of that Picty and Letbe of | 
Braten which may preſerve thee frem being expell'd N 
his Holy Temples, and carry thee to the Eternal Man— 


ſions of the Bleſſed. 


— . \ J 

The firſt Year of Chriſt”: Preaching frem the | 
Firſt Paſcha, which ſucceeded bis Papliſm, | 
to the Second, | 


Dering this firſt Paſcha Chriſt preach'd in Feru- 
falem, and many believed in him, by reaſon 
the Miracles which he wrought. At the ſame 'I ime « | * 
Nichodmus, a Prince of the Jews, almoſt conv in- 
ced of the Truth of what he heard, came to our 
Saviour by Night, to be farther inſtructed. From 
— — he went into Judea with his is pipe 
iſciples, where they remain'd bapti- baptiſed, nec. 
ſing. John alſo was baptiſing in Anon, Cit. | 
near Salim, John's Diſciples, ſeeing what Multi- 
| tudes follow'd Chriſt, complain'd of it to him.“ 
0 Fehn reproved them for it, and gave them to un— 
derſtand that Chriſt was the 4Z-fias, not he, and 
that Chriſt's Power muſt increaſe, and his own be 
diminiſh'd. 

Not long after, Herod, the Tetrarch, being re- 
primanded by 7hn, upon the Account of Hlero— 
dias, commits the Baptiſt to Priſon. Upon this 
News, Chriſt departed out of Judea into Galilee. 
Samaria lying in his Wey, he paſs'd thro' it, and 
came to a City of that Country, call'd Sychar, near, 
that Parcel of Ground which P 42-3 gave to his Son, 
Foſeph, and in it was Jacob s-IMiſell. Wearied with 
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his Journey, Jeſus repoſed himſelf on the Side of 
this Well, Whilſt he reſted himſelf, comes the 


Samaritan Woman, to whom he manifeſtly makes 


appear that he is Chriſt, the Meſſias: In convincing 
her, and preaching to the People, who flock'd about 


zum, he ſpent two Days. When two Days more 


were expir'd, he departed thence, and return'd to 
Gelilze, where he was honourably receiv'd, and his 


Doctrine admir'd by all the Country; about which 


the Fame of it was ſpread, as well as of himſelf, 
After this he went into Cana of Galilee, where he had 
wrought his firſt Miracle, when he changed Water 
into Wine: Here he cured a certain Lord's Son, 
who was ſick of a Fever. 

Iwo Days after he departed from Cana, and, de- 
clining the City of Nazareth, came to Capernaum. 
From hence he return'd into Galilee, thro' which he 
traveli'd preaching. At the Sea-Side he calls Peter 
and A drew, James allo and John, who, altonithed 
at the Miracle of taking ſo many Fiſh as almoſt ſunk 
both their Ships, left their Nets and followed him. 


With theſe in his Company, he went into Caperna- 


wn, a City of Galilze, and enters the Synagogue, 
where all were {truck with Amazement at his Doc- 


Rom 20 trine, and at the Authority wherewith he ſpoke. 


* 


Here he cured a Man who was poſſeſs'd with a De- 
vil; and at©?7mon's Houſe he cures his Wife's Mo- 


ther, who Jay ſick of a violent Fever. His Fame 


ſpreading more and more, the whole City gather'd 
about him as he ſtood at Simnen's Door, where he 
healed very many, the Devils who where caſt forth 
crying out and ſaying, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of 
God. Next Morning very early he went out of Ca- 
pernaum into a ſolitary Place, and there prayed, 
whereS:mm, and they who were with him, found him 
out, and told him that the People were ſeeking for 
him; to which hc anſwered, that he was to preach 
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(48: 
the Kingdom of God to other Towns and Cities alſo: 
So, purſuing his Intent, he travell'd about all Galilee, 
preaching the Goſpel and healing all Sorts of Infir- 
mities, 

Jeſus, ſeeing great Multitudes preſs about him, paſ- 
ſeth to the other ſide of the Sea of Galilee, where, 
as he was walking, a certain Scribe defired to be ad- 
mitted into the 2 of his Diſciples, but was re- 
pulſed : Some others he bid follow him, but they“ 
excuſed themſelves upon ſeveral Pretences. Another 
ar about Evening, repaſſing the Sea with his Diſ- 
ciples, in Company of other Boats, he being aſleep, 
a ſudden furious Tempeſt of Wind aroſe, which ſo 
enraged the Sea, that the Boats were violently toſs'd 
about, and filled with the Water, fo that the Dan- 
ger of periſhing was very manifeſt ; but, when Chriſt 
commanded the Storm to ceaſe, it immediately 
obeyed, and a great Calm enſued, to the Admirati- 
on of all. When he was landed, he difipoſteſs'd two 
Demoniacks of the Geraſeni, permitting the Devils to 


enter the Swine, and precipitate themſelves into the 


Sea. 


The next Morning he returngd to Capernaum, 
where, whilſt he was teaching from within Doors 
the Multitude of People ho crouded to hear him, 
a Man ſick of the Palſy, carried by four, not being 
able to get thro'the Crowd, was let down from the 
Top of the Houſe into the Room were Chriſt was 
teaching, who forgave him his Sins, to the Scandal 
of the Phariſees, and then cured him of his Infirmity 
before their Eyes. Going from hence to the Sea- 
Side, follow'd by Multitudes of People, whom he 
taught as he went along, in his way he ſaw Mat- 
thew, a Publican, at the Receipt of Cuſtom, whom 


he bid follow him, who imediately left all and did fo., 
W hilſt he is at the Feaſt which Matthew prepared. 


for him, he inſtructs the. Diſciplcs of Fobn, and the 


1 


* 


— EE Ee IIs vo 9 


fr 


— 


— 
2 


8.2 nes 2 


CI. —— ' 


* 


- 


4 — 
8 a =- 4 * . 
— 1 "ug , * * 
» 4 7 <4 4 4 2 6 <4 * - 
” 2 D 4 
- * y ; = 
2 i — — — 
— 


1 


(19) 

Phariſees : The firſt found Fault with his Diſciples for 
not faſting, the other were ſcandaliz'd at his eating 
with Publicans and Sinners. As he was teaching, 
and anſwering their Queſtions, Jairus, a chief Ru- 
ler of the Synagogue, came to him, and fell at his 
Feet, beſecching him to ſave his only Daughter's 
Life, wholay dying : He went with him, accompa- 
nicd with a mighty "I hrong of People: In his way 
he heal'd a Woman who was diſeas'd with an Iſſue 
of Blood, and after that reſtored the Daughter of 
Fry to Life. Going from thence, two blind 

en followed him, crying out, Son of David, have 
Mercy upon us; on which he gave them their 
Sight: After this a dumb Man was brought to him 
poſleſs'd with a Devil, which he caſt out. 'Fhe Mul- 
titude, amazed at it, cried out, Never was the like 
done in //ract. 


Reflections. 


Chriſt now appears like the glorious Planet of the 
Day, enlightening cur dark ignorant orld with his 
admirable Doctrine, and with his Miracles forcing 


4 


 Aſſent from the moſt Stupid. 


Nothing from henceforth will be able to reſiſt the 
Divine Influence but the mojt perverſe Diſpoſitions and 
the maft inveterate Malice? He will cure all [nfirmi- 
tics of the Body, and will caſt out Devils; but Per- 
verſencſs and Malice are alms}t every where wicurable. 
Our Saviour confines not his Abode ts the City of Jeru- 
ſalem, but travels from Place to Place, pouring forth 
the Effects of his Divine Goodneſs upon all who were 
diſpoſed to receive it. At Jacob's-Well be diſcourſes 
with the Woman of Samaria, and ſays ſuch Things 


40 her as niakes her give entire Credit, and publiſh. 
him to be the Meſſias. There he ſpends two Days in 


teaching the People, who floce*d in Multitudes to hear 
him, 


( 20 ) | 

him. Tho” he ſeem'd to have made choice of this Place 
to reſt in, the Event ſhews that it was for no other 
Purpoſe than to lay hold of an Opportunity of doing 
good, I here ſocver he went he charitably healed their 
Infirmities, and inſtructed them in the Way to Salva-, 
tion. Multitudes of People believed in him, and the 


very Devils proclaimed him to be Chrift, the Son of 
God. 


Be not tired, my Soul, with follotuing thy Saviour 


from City to City, and from one Province to another, 
who is never wearied with travelling for thy Sake, 
and doing thee the moſt eſſential Good thou canſi poſſibly 
receive : He is perpetually teaching us haw to be truly 
happy ; and who can reſiſt the Authority of his Words 
and Miracles? What poor Excuſes did they make 
For themſelves whom Chriſt invited to follow him? and 
with what Shame and Confufton will they, and all thoſe, 
appear at the laſt Day, who have had a parallel In- 
vitation, and, inſtead of Obedience, returned their 
Excuſe, when they behald what Happineſs they have 
left, and for how mean Conſiderations they loſt it 9 
how, my Soul, art better reſolved than to look back, 
unleſs it be with Shame and Compaſſion upon thoſe who 


do jo. Canſt thou behold thy Lord and Saviour labour- . 


ing indefatigably here for thine eternal Repoſe hereaf- 
ter without being deeply ſenſible of his Sufferings, and 
chained inſeparably to him with a like Affection? And, 
when thou conſidereſt that this ſame God, whom thou 
haſt accompanied here in Sufferings and Calamitics, 
will be a perpetual Object of Happineſs to thee here- 
F 2 and that thy conſtant and inviolable Affection 

as been the Occaſion of it, with what Pleaſure wilt 
thou look upon thy former Travels ! with what Rap- 
tures contemplate that dear Objeft of thy Love, nc 
longer deſpiſed, no longer perſecuted, but, in full Ma? 


Jeſty and Glory, repaying thine Affection with one much 


greater than it / 
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feveral Parts, who, defirous to be cured of their 
Po W: 


a 4 

IV het will not a Helliſh Splectt, and a perverſe 
Mind, do in *ſpite of Truth and the Evidence of the 
greateſt Miracles? The Phariſees, that preciſe 
| hypocritical Race of Men, were ſcandaliged at Chrisi! 
forgiving Sins, tho" confirmed with a Miracle. Good 
God ! forgive me mine, I beſeech thee Da but jay 
the Word, and I am whole. Teſu, Son of David, 
" have Mercy on me. I'm convinced, I fledfaſtly be- 
lieve, that theu art the Son of the Everliving God, 
and that the like was never done in Iſrael. Feſu, Son 
of David, have Mercy on me. 


ww. Ae ee eter * 


* 


The ſecond Year of his Preaching, from the ſe- 
cond Paſcha *till the third after his Baptiſm. 


After this, Jeſus went up to the Feaſt of the 
Paſcha, where, at the Pond called Probatica, 
he cured the Man who had been infirm eight and 


thirty Years, which, being done on the Sabbath, 


gives Offence to the Jets; which Fact Chriſt juſti- 
hes, with many Arguments, to their Confuſion, 


burt increaſes their Malice and Hatred of him. 


From this Place going with his Diſciples thro? 
the Corn- Fields on the Sabbath, they, being hungry, 
pluck*d fome Ears of Corn to eat, firſt rubhing them 
in their Hands; and within a while after, on ano- 
ther Sabbath, he heal'd a Man's Hand which was 
withered : Both which Actions ſcandalized the Pha- 
rifees, and they found Fault with both ; but Chriſt 
juſtified them, and confuted all their Arguments. 
| For which Reaſon they endeavoured his Deltruc- 
tion, and plotted with the Herodians how to effect 

it; but Chriſt, knowing their wicked Intentions, 
withdrew hiniſel from thence to the Sea; whither 
being followed by vaſt Multitdues of People from 


Ma- 


(22) 
Maladies, preſſed to touch him, (and as many 25 
did ſo were healed) he, to avoid the Throng, went 
into a Ship, from whence he preached to them ; 
and as many as had unclean Spirits, when they 
ſaw him, fell down before him, and cried, Tho. 
art the Son of Ged. 

Some Time after, leaving the Multitudes that 
followed him, he went up into a Mountain to pray; - 
in which Employment he continued all Night : 
The next Day he made choice of twelve of his 
Diſciples, whom he called Apoſtles, and at the ſame 
Time gave them Power to heal Sickneſſes, and caſt 
out Devils. Afterwards he ſpoke a long Sermon 
to them and the People who flock'd about him, 
which contains the whole Sum of Chriſtian Perfec- 
tion, and is called, Our Lord's Sermon in the 
Heuntain. 

When he had ended his Sermon, to the Admi— 
ration of all that heard him, he came down from 
the Mountain, and healed a Man ſorely afflicted 
with a Leproſy, who, proſtrating himſelf, beſought 
him to make him clean. This Man publiſhing 
every where the Mercy he had received, Multi- 
tudes of People came after Chriſt, to be cured of 
their Infirmities ; but he retired into the Deſart to 
pray. Afterwards he went into Capernaum, where 
he cured a Centurion's Servant, who lay ready to 
die of a Palſy. Going from hence, he went to 
the City of Nain, at the Gate of which he met 
a dead Man carried out to be buricd: He was the 
only Son of a Widow of that Place, whom he ſaw 
weeping over her Son. Moved with Compaſſion 
at her Sorrow, he reſtored her Son to Life; at 
which all People were ſtruck with Fear and Amazes , 
ment, glorifying God for railing a Prophet amongſt 
them. | 
John's Diſciples, reporting theſe miraculous 
F . | Deeds 
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Deeds to him, as he lay in Priſon, he ſends two of 
them to him to know if he was the Meſſias: He 
ſatisfies their Demand, and takes Occaſion to com- 
mend 7 when his Meſſengers were gone. He 
complains to the Multitude about him of the 'Fews? 
Impenitence, but chiefly thoſe of Chorazin, Beth- 
faida, and Capernaum. Simon, the Phariſee, in- 
viting Chriſt to eat with him, he went and fat 
down. In the mean time came Mary Magdalen, 
a notorious Sinner, who, kneeling at his Feet, 
waſh'd them with Tears of Sorrow, wiped them 
with the Hair of her Head, and anointed them with 
ſweet Ointment. The Phariſee was ſtartled at it 


In his Mind; but Chrift, penetrating his Thoughts, 


juſtified what the Woman did to him, and pardon'd 
her Sins, becauſe her Love and Faith were great. 
Being at Capernaum, a Man was brought to him 
poſſeſſed with a blind and mute Devil, whom he 
healed ; but the Phariſees, calumniating this Deed, 
ſaid that it was done in the Name of Beelzebub ; 
*which Calumny Chriſt refuted to their Shame and 
Confuſion, inſomuch that a certain Woman, who 


heard him, cry'd out, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare 


„nn, e. 


MR 


In the mean time his Relations ran to ſeize him, 
as if he were diſtracted. When it was told him 
that his Kindred were there, his Anſwer was, That 

thoſe who did the Will of God were really his 
Kindred. 4 

The ſame Day, when many People were met 
together from ſeveral Cities, he went out of the 
Houſe, and fat by the Sea-Side, where he began to 
preach to em again; but, greater Multitudes 
22 in, he went into a Ship, from whence he 

ſpake to the People (who ſtood on the Shore to 


hear him) the Parable of the Word likened to Seed 


which was ſowed, ſome falling in the Highway, 
| | ſome 


( 24 ) 
ſome in ſtoney Ground, and ſome amongſt Thorns. 
When the People were gone, he explained this 
Parable to his Diſciples. At other Times he diſ- 
courſed to the Multitude in the ſeveral Parables of 
the Muſtard-Seed, the Leaven, the Treaſure, the 
Merchant ſeeking good Pearls, and the Net caſt 
into the dea; all which he explain'd to his Diſciples. 
When Jeſus had finiſhed theſe Parables, he went 
to Nazareth, the Place where he was bred, and 
where the People, being ſcandaliz'd at his Diſcourſe, 
turn'd him out of their City. From hence he 
went thro' the Towns of Galilee, the Women 
whom he had heal'd ſupplying him with Neceſſaries. 

Chriſt finding the Harveſt of Souls to increaſe, 
and the Labourers but few, deſigning to ſend his 
Apoſtles abroad, he inſtructs them in what they 
were to do, and how to behave themſelves ; who, 
according to the Power and Inſtructions which were 
given them, went and preach'd to the World, 
healing and anointing with Oil thoſe who were in- 


firm. In the mean while Jeſus himſelf travels thro? 


Galilee, 8 the Goſpel. The Fame of 
Chriſt reaching 

John, whom he had put to Death, was revived ; 
which made him deſire to ſee Chriſt, who there- 
fore withdrew himſelf from thence. 

The Apoſtles being return'd from preaching, he 
takes them along with him into a Deſart on the other 
Side the Sea of Galilee, where he feeds above five 
thouſand People with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
About the Evening ke bid his Diſciples croſs the 


Sea to Capernaum ; and, when he had difmiſs'd the 


People, he went up into the Mountain alone to 
pray. Mean while, it being dark, and the Sea 
growing high, by reaſon of a tempeſtuous Wind, 
which at laft reduced the Apoſtles in the Ship to 
extream Danger, Jeſus came to the Shore, and, 
15 ſeeing 


rod's Ears, he began to fear leſt 
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ſeeing them tug hard at their Oars, but to no Pur- 
poſe, the fourth Watch being come, he walked to 
them on the Sea, which put them into a new Ter- 
ror, imagining they ſaw a Spirit; but he quickly 
cured them of that Miſtake, and made the Tem- 
peſt ceaſe, bringing them ſafe aſhore. 

Debarking on the Coaſt of Gene/areth, People 
came thronging to him from many Places to be cu- 
Ted, and even thoſe, who did but touch the Border 
of his Garment, were made whole. The Day 
following, when the People ſaw that neither Jeſus 
nor his Diſciples were there, they went into the 
Boats, and croſs'd the Sea to Capernaum, where 
finding Jeſus, they ſaid to him, Rabbi, when 
cameſt thou hither ? who, anſwering, reproved 
them for ſeeking him merely becauſe he had fed 
them the Day before ; from whence he takes Occa- 
ſion to teach them that he himſelf was the Bread of 
Life, and that his Body and Blood were to be ea- 
ten and drank, 


Reflections. 


Chriſt is ever buſied in healing our Infirmities 
' whereſoever he goes : Multitudes flock after him, to 
receive the Benefit of his miraculous Cures. But he is 
no leſs purſued by the Malice 1 the Jews than by the 
People who reſort to him. His very doing good is @ 
Crime, becauſe on the Sabbath ; a Crime for which 
they contrive Ways and Means to put him to Death. 
All the def ered Morld conſpire his Ruin, who, at 
the ſame Time, bends all his Endeavours to render 
Mankind happy. | 
Learn, my Soul, this admirable Leſſon of return- 
ing Good for Evil, Alths* we ſbun him by our Fond- 
' neſs of the Warld, tho we expreſs an Averſion to him 
in all our careleſs Actions, tho we manifeſt a real 


Con- 


626) 


Contempt of his Doctrine by our ſinful 1 oh he 
Null purſues the Buſineſs of our Salvation ; he diſ- 
ſuades us from thoſe Deeds which are moſt pernicious, 
by kindly repreſenting to us the Malignity of their Na- 
ture; and he encourages us to embrace our own true 
Good here, by faithful Aſſurances of much greater 
hereafter. This, my Soul, thy Saviour puts in Prac- 
tice before thine Eyes, with ſuch a tender Zeal for 
thy Inſtruction, as nothing can excuſe thee from being 
ſenſibly touch*d with ſuch Effects of Goodneſs towards 
thee. But know alſo, that, by imitating ſo fair Ex- 
amples of Charity for his Sake, who has done ſo much 
for thine, thy Happineſs in Heaven will be compleat ; 
ſo infinitely good he is, that he fuffers not the leaſt good 
Act of ours to paſs-without its Recompence, 

Mingle thyſelf till with the Multitudes that throng 
about him, not ſo much to be cured of thy Bodily Infir- 
mities, as to be healed of thoſe of thy rational Part. 

Let therefore his Divine Sermons fink deep into thee, 
and take ſuch Root as no Worldly Temptations ſhall 
ever be able to pluck them out. Behold with what Hu- 
manity and Compaſſion be ſuccours the Diſtreſſed that * 
either come to him for Relief, or whom he finds to land 
in need of his Aſſiſtance. Doubt not then, my Soul, 
that he will diſtinguiſh thee from amongſt the Croud, 
1 thy Tears are real and unfeigned, and afford thee 
is charitable Aid to raije thee from that mortal Infir- 
mity in which Sin makes thee miſerably languiſh, that 
thou alſo may'ſt glorify thy God, and thy moſt merci- 
ful Saviour. Weep then, my Soul, with the pious 
Magdalen; let a River of true penitential Tears pour 
themſelves out at the Feet of thy Redeemer, and ceaſe 
not till he has pronounced thy Pardon: When thou 
haſt obtained that ineſtimable Fewel, ſet that Value 
upon it which it deſerves, for it will purchaſe Hea- 
ven for thee. 
Let not a vi 


any 


le, mercenary Intereſt of this Morld be 
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any Inducement to follow and ſeek out Chriſt. The 
Hopes f being again fed by our Saviour was the Mo- 
tive which led the giddy People to find him out, from 
| whoſe miraculous Bounty they had caten, the Day be- 
| fore, in a plentiful Manner, Let the Hopes of Hea- 
ven, that is, of enjoying Chriſt eternally, carry thee, 
my Soul, in ſearch of him, or rather never abſent 
thyſelf from his loved Company ; let him be the Object 
"of thy Hopes, and of thy Acfections here, who is to be 


the Otjedt of thy Happineſs hereafter. 

) > 3 

1 The Third Year of his Preaching, from the 
Third Year after his Baptiſm, until ihe 

g Fourth, 

. T HIS Paſcha Chriſt either did not go to Jeru- 

bs ſalem, becauſe the Vetus plotted to kill him, or 

1 elſe he preſently return'd from thence into Galilee; 

g | for the Holy Text expreſſes it not. Here the Scribes 


a and Phariſces found fault with him, becauſe his Diſ- 
ciples did not waſh their Hands before they eat, as 
2 they were commanded to do by their Traditions ; 
* vhich Chriſt anſwers by turning their Argument a- 
gainſt themſelves. Going from hence to the Coaſts 
of Tyre and Sidon, he heals the Daughter of a Ca- 
nanean Woman, who was poſleſs'd with a Devil; 
and, returning from thence thro' the Midſt of De- 
capolis to the Sea of Galilee, he cures many infirm 
People, and amongſt the reſt one that was deaf and 
dumb; at which the Multitude wondered, and 
glorified the God of 1/rael. 
Ihe People, whom theſe Miracles had drawn 
together, being increaſed to the Number of 4000, 
Land having been three Days without eating, Chriſt 
took Compaſſion on them, and, before he diſmiſs'd 
them, fed them with ſeven Loaves and a few ſmall 


E 2 Fiſhes, . 
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Fiſhes, *till they fill'd themſelves. After which 
Miracle, he went into the Country of Magedan 
and Dalmanutha, where the Phariſees and Sadduces 
came to him, and defired he would ſhew them a 
Sign from Heaven. But he, knowing the Falſ- 
neſs of their Hearts, and reproaching their Hypo- 
criſy and Wickedneſs, leaves them, and fails to the 
other Side of the Water, where his Diſciples com- 
ing to him, he charges them to beware of the Lea- 
ven of the Sadduces, Phariſees, and of the Hero- 
dians; by which he meant their Doctrine. Being 
come to Bcthſaida, he reſtores Sight to a Blind 
Man, who was brought to him out of the "Town. 
From this Place Chriſt went with his Diſciples to 
Cex/arca Philipfi, where he examines Peter touch- 
ing his Faith, and praiſes him for it, ſince it was 
not reveaPd to him by Fleſh and Blood. Thou art 
Peter, ſaid he, and upon this Rock will I build my 
Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a- 
gainſt it, Soon after he forctells them his Paſſion 
and Death, which he muſt undergo at Jeruſalem. 


Then calling the Multitude to him, he tells them* | 
that all thoſe, who will follow him, muſt undergo [ 


their Croſs. Eight Days after, he went into a 


Mountain to pray, with Peter, John, and James, 


in his Company, and was transfigured before them. 
Deſcending from thence, he caſt the Devil out of 
the Lunatic, which his Diſciples had attempted in 
vain ; for which he rebuked their Want of Faith. 
Paſſing from thence into Galilee, he once more fore- 
tells his Paſſion and Reſurrection ; the Meaning of 
which they did not well comprehend, but, never- 
theleſs, they were much afflicted, When they 
were come to Capernaum, the Receiver of the TI ri- 
bute-Money came to demand Tribute, which wa 


miraculouſly paid with Money taken by Peter out | 
of a Fiſh's Mouth. From whence a Conteſt roſe 


amongſt 
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amongſt them about the Primacy 
of theirs he carefully repreſſeth, by taking a little 
Child to him, and telling what Regard ought to be 
had to them; how nearly it concerns us to become 
innocent like them; md the diſmal Conſequences 
that follow thoſe who ſcandalize little Children; 
Woe to thoſe by whom theſe Scandals come. When 
he had ſaid many Things to this Effect, he com- 
manded us to forgive thoſe who had offended or 
ſinned againſt us, bringing the Compariſon of a 
King taking an Account of his Servants. _ 

The Feaſt of the Tabernacles being at hand, he 
refufed to accompany his Brethren thither, by rea- 
fon of their Incredulity ; but he went afterwards 
in private. As he went to Feruſalem, he paſs'd 
thro' the Midſt of Samaria; there he met with a 
Samaritan, and nine others, who were Lepers, 
whom he healed, notwithſtanding the People of 
that Country had refuſed him E From 
whence he takes Occaſion to reprimand his Diſci- 
ples for their Deſire of Revenge, and praiſed the 


Samaritan, who alone gave Thanks to God, when 


he ſaw that he was healed, the reſt ungratefully 


went away. 


In the Midſt of the Feaſt of the Tabernacles, 


Jeſus enter'd Ferufalem, and went up into the 
Temple, teaching with ſo much Efficacy, as ſtruck 
the Jetos with Admiration; and the Meſſengers, 
whom they ſent to apprehend him, were themſelves 
ſo vanquith'd with the Things they heard him 
ſpeak, that they returned without Power to execute 
their Commiſſion. Never Man ſpoke like this Man 
was their Anſwer to the Chief-Prieſts and Phari- 
ſees, who had ſent them on that Errand. Many of 
the People alſo believed on him. In the Evening 
he retired to Mount Olivet, and, carly the next 
Morning, return'd to the Temple, where all the 

| | People 
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People reſorted to him; and he ſat down and taught 
them. Whilſt he was teaching, the Scribes and 
Phariſees maliciouſly brought to him a Woman ta- 
ken in Adultery, whom he delivers out of their 


Hands, by writing on the Earth with his Finger; 


and, when they were all gone who accuſed her, he 
diſmiſs'd her with pardoning her Sins. Hence he 
takes Occaſion to inſtruct the People who he is, 


and who the Fews are, whether Abraham is their 


Father or the Devil; which ſo enraged the Jews, 
that they took up Stones to throw at him ; but he 
eſcaped untouch'd. Soon after, as he was going 
along, he meets a Man who was blind from his 
Birth, whom he cures on the Sabbath by putting 
Clay, mix'd with Spittle, on his Eyes, and bidding 
him waſh in the Pool of S:/ze. The Phariſees hear- 
ing this grew more incenſed againſt him, and, leſt 
any one ſhould confeſs him to be Chriſt, they uſed 
Threats, and cogfpired to throw any one out of the 
Synagogue that ſhould do ſo. Jeſus, after that, 
meeting the blind Man whom he had cured, and 
aſking him if he believed in the Son of God, he 
ſaid, Lord, I believe, and, falling down, adored 
him. Then he diſcourſed at large about the good 
Shepherd and the Hireling, and about his Sheep. 
Many of his Auditors ſaid he had a Devil, and was 
mad ; but others, that theſe were not Words of 
one poſſeſs'd with a Devil; can a Devil open the 
Eyes of the Blind ? 

Leaving Jeruſalem, he choſe 72 Diſciples, whom 
he ſent two and two before him into every City 
and Place whither himſelf was to come, giving 
them almoſt the ſame Inſtructions which he before 
had given to his Apoſtles. At their Return, he 
teaches them a modeſt Behaviour, and gives Thanks 
to God. 

Alfter this, he teaches a certain arrogant LIN 
of . who 


— 

(31) 
who is his Neighbour, by the Example of the good / | 
Samaritan, Chriſt, in the Journey he was going, 4 
was entertain'd kindly by Martha, at her Houſe, 1 
but prefers the Leiſure of her Siſter Mary to the 
Solicitude and careful Pains of Martha, tho' taken 
for his Sake and his Diſciples, in preparing ſome- 
thing for them to eat. Some Days after, at the 
Requeſt of his Diſciples, he taught them how to 

pray, ſetting them a Form of it, by ſaying, Our 
Father, &c. and he chiefly recommends to them 
Aſſiduity and Perſeverance in Prayer. 

Whilſt he was diſcourſing on this Subject, a cer- 
tain Phariſee invited him to Dinner, where he re- 
proaches the prepoſterous Care of Cleanlineſs uſed 
by the Phariſees, accuſes them of Hypocriſy and 
other Crimes, very often pronouncing Woe to 
them. Then a Lawyer interrupting him, who 
thought himſelf injured, was treated with the ſame 
Severity, laying many Crimes to their Charge, 9 
and repeating many Woes to them. Then addreſ- A 1 
ſing himſelf to his Diſciples, he forewarns them of 

the Leaven of the Phariſees, which is Hypocriſy, = 
and gives them other profitable Inſtructions at the » k 
ſame Time. One of the Multitude, who heard 

' theſe Things, called out to him to divide his Bro- 
ther's Inheritance betwixt them, which he refuſing, 
takes Occaſion to difluade People from being ſolici- 
tous about Temporal Affairs; for which Purpoſe 
he brought many Arguments, adviſing all Men to 
be prepared for their laſt Hour. 

At this ſame Time there were ſome preſent who 
told him of the Galileans, whom Pilate had put to 
Death, and whoſe Blood he had mingled with their 
Sacrifices. From this that happen'd to the Gali- 

leans, he takes an Occaſion to invite them all to do 
Pennance, leſt they ſhould be cut down as the bar- 
ren Fig-tree was. 

5 One 


One Sabbath, whilſt he was teaching in the Sy- 
nagogue, he ſaw a Woman, who, thro' Infirmity, 


had been bow'd 18 Years to that Degree, that ſhe 


was not able to look upwards in the leaſt, and call'd 


her to him, and cured her, ſo that ſhe immediately 
went upright. The Ruler of the I Nagogue being 


mad at this, endeavoured to incenſe the People a- 
gainſt him ; but our Saviour's Anſwer made all his 


Adverſaries bluſh with Shame and Confuſion, whilſt * 


all the People rejoyc'd at the Things which he fo 
gloriouſly perform'd. 

About this Time was kept the Feaſt of the De- 
dication in e e it being Winter. Jeſus 
walk'd in Solomon's Porch, belonging to the J em- 
ple; the Fews - about him, and maliciouſly 
afk'd him, Why he would not plainly tell them 
whether he was Chriſt ? The Anſwer he gave pro- 
vok'd them to apprehend him; but he eſcap'd their 
Fury. Then he went beyond Jordan, and ſtaid 
where 9 — 5 at firſt baptiſed, teaching and healing: 
And the People ſaid that all was true that 1 
ſpake of this Man, and many believed in him. 
From this Place he travelled thro* the Cities and 
Villages towards Feruſalem ; and being aſk'd whe- 


ther the Number of thoſe that were to be ſaved was 


few, he reply'd, and bid them endeavour to enter 
in at the ſtrait Gate, for, when it was once ſhut, 
they would call and knock in vain, and then their 
State would be very miſerable. The fame Day the 
Phariſees ſpitefully admoniſh'd him to have a care 
of Herod. He anſwer'd, that he was to ſuffer Death 
in 9 E thereupon reproaches the Cru- 
elty of that City, for killing the Prophets, and 


ſtoning thoſe who are ſent to her) notwithſtanding 
the tender Care he had taken of her, comparing itt 
to that of a Hen to her Chickens. 

Invited to Dinner by the Chief of the Phariſees. 
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633 
on the Sabbath, he cures a Man who was ill of a 
Dropſy. Knowing that his Action had ſcandalized 
the Phariſee, he juſtifies it by their own Practice in 


taking an Aſs or Ox out of a Ditch on the Sabbath. 


After which he teaches, that Gueſts ought not to 
be ambitious of the firſt Place at Table; and that 
the Rich were not to be invited, but the Poor and 
Sickly. To this he jubjoins the Parable of the mag- 
nificent Supper ; to which thoſe, who were invited, 
excuſe themſelves from coming, upon ſeveral Pre- 
texts. Then he ſhews how much is required from 
him who will be his Diſciple, by the Example of 
one deſigning to build a Tower. 

The Scribes and Phariſees, murmuring becauſe 
he entertain'd and convers'd with Sinners, are an- 
ſwered by three Parables, of the loſt Sheep, of the 
loſt Drachma or Groat, and of the Prodigal Son. 
Then he inveighs againſt their Avarice, and admo- 
niſhes them to be charitable ; to confirm which, he 
introduces the Examples of the waſteful Steward, 


and the rich Miſer. 


The Phariſees crouding about him, he cures and 
teaches the People in their Preſence ; and (as their 
cavilling Cuſtom was ſo) now they ſtarted a Que- 
{tion about the Caſe of Divorce betwixt Man and 
Wife: To which he gives a full Anſwer, and ſpeaks 
of the State of Celibacy. Then (by way of Para- 


ble of the unjuſt Judge) Jeſus admoniſheth them to 


be diligent and ſtedfaſt in Prayer. There being cer- 


tain Perſons by, who ſet a Value upon themſelves, . 


as being juſt, and deſpiſed others, Chriſt addreſſes 
to them the Parable of the proud Phariſee and the 
Publican. "The People crouding about with their 


Children, to the end that Chriſt ſhould lay his 
Hands upon them, his Diſciples chid them for fo 
doing; but he called them to him, diſpleaſed with 

what his Diſciples did, mw embracing them, laid 
= his 
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his Hands on them. As he was travelling on, a 
young Man, who was a Ruler, came running af- 
ter, and, kneeling, afk'd what he ſhould do to gain 
Eternal Life. Chrift bid him keep the Command- 
ments: To which the young Man anſwer'd, that“ dom 


he had kept them all from his Youth. But, when 


ſalem, 


was t 


alſo 1 
the t. 


him 


* bid him ſell all he had and give to the Poor, fobn 
e was ſtruck to the Heart, and went away, Up- ,dign: 


on this, our Saviour told his Diſciples how difficult 
a Thing it was for the Rich to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, and how great their Felicity would 
be who abandon'd. all for the Love of Chriſt. At 
the ſame Time, as an Inſtruction to his Diſciples, 
he tells them the Parable of the Labourers in the 
Vineyard; by which he gave them to underſtand, 
that the earlieſt Labourers would not always be the 
moſt happy in Heaven ; but that the Degree of 
Happineſs was proportioned to the Merits of each. 
Being yet on the Borders of Fudea, he is told 
that Lazarus was fick, and when he heard that he 


was dead, he went into Bethania, where he raiſes 


him to Life after he had been deceaſed four Days, 
and in his Grave, At which Miracle many of the 


Jews believed in him, but others went to the Pha- 


riſces, and told them what Things 7eſus did. 
Whereupon they debated. what they ſhould do with 
him, and determin'd to have him put to Death. 

Jeſus therefore appeared no more publicly among 
the 7ews, but retired thence into the City Ephraim, 
near the Wilderneſs, and there continu'd with his 
Diſciples. | 

The Jets“ Paſcha drawing near, and he not be- 
ing there, the People, who were gone before, were 
aſking one another what they thought of his Ab- 


lence; at the fame Time both the Chief-Prieſts and j 


Phariſees had given Command to have him appre- 
hended. Nevertheleſs, he reſolved to go 9 
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a ſalem, and in the Way foretold his Diſciples that he 
af= was to be crucify'd and put to Death, but that he 
ain alſo ſhould riſe again from Death. Hearing this, 
d- the two Sons of Zebedre, believing that his King- 
dat“ dom was nigh, delire to be placed on each Hand of 
en him in Heaven. This Ambition of James and 
Dr, * John moved the reſt of the Apoſtles to great In- 
p- ,dignation ; but Chriſt teaches them Humility. 
ult * Jeſus, travelling on towards 7erz/alem, enters 

Fericho, where Zacheus, a rich Publican, and one 
0 of their Chief, entertains him very hoſpitably at his 
At Houſe, and is ſo happy as to hear from our Savi- 
S, our's Mouth that Salvation was come to his Family, 
he and heard immediately from the fame Mouth the 
d, Parable of the Servants to whom their Lord left 
1e Ten Pounds to traffic withal againſt his Return. 
of ) Going out of Jericho, he gives Sight to blind Bar- 


® timeus, Then Jeſus came to Bethania, ſix Days be- ls 
Id fore the Paſcha; and, the next Day, he ſupp'd in k 
Ce the Houſe of Simon the Leper. Lazarus, who had I 
3 been raiſed from Death, was one who fat at Table | . 
3, with him. Martha waited on them, and Mary, in j 
the mean Time, anointed our Saviour's Head and 4 
Peet, at which his Diſciples murmur'd, but chiefly I: 
3 2 the Traytor: Chriſt gently pacifies them. * 
h Many Jews, hearing that he was there, came to 4 


ſee Lazarus, whom he had raiſed from the Dead; 
many of whom returned, and believed in Jeſus ; 
but the Chief-Priefts moſt inhumanly conſulted to 
kill both Chriſt and Lazarus. 

The Day following, (that is, on the Lord's- 
Day) when they drew near Feruſalem, Chriſt, ri- 
ding on an Aſs, went from Mount Olivet to Feru- 
alem, the People all the Way ſhouting, HoJannah 
do the Son of David] adding a thouſand Benedic- „ 
tions to him who came. in the Name of the Lord. 

The Phariſees, ſwell'd with Rancour and Malice, 
8” cd 
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to ſee all the World follow him with Acclamations 
of Joy, and at the little Succeſs which their bloody 
Deſigns had met withal, bid him call to the Multi- 
tude to ceaſe their Noiſe; to whom he anſwered, 


that, if they held their Peace, the very Stones F 


would cry out and ſpeak. As he drew near the 


City, he wept over it, and foretold its Deſtruc- 


tion. | 


Chriſt, being enter'd the City, went into the 


Temple, where he turn'd out the Buyers and Sel- 
lers, and overturn'd the Bankers' Tables. He 
healed the Blind and the Lame who came to him, 
and puts to Silence the enraged Phariſees. Whilſt 
they were in this Fury, certain Gentiles deſired to 
ſee Jeſus; at which Time a Voice from Heaven 
was heard, ſaying, I both have glorify'd my Name, 
and will glorify it again. The People, aſtoniſh'd 


at the dreadful Noiſe, were of divers Opinions a- 


bout it; ſome believed it Thunder, others that it 
was the Voice of an Angel: Upon which he makes 
a Diſcourſe to them. Many of the Chief-Rulers 
were convinced, and believed in him, but, for fear 
of the Phariſees, did not dare to confeſs him. In 
the Evening, he, with the Twelve, went out of 
the City into Bethania, and remain'd there till 
next Morning, which was Monday, and then re- 
turn'd to the City ; but, in his Way, ſeeing a Fig- 
Tree with Leaves on, but no Fruit, he gave it his 
Malediction, and it immediately withered away and 


died. Being come into the "I'emple, he preached 


and taught there; but the Chief-Prieſts, the Scribes, 
and Princes of the People, inſtead of being moved 
by his Doctrine, became more incenſed and pro- 
voked to his Deſtruction, but could not as yet in- 


vent what to do to him. In the Evening Chriſt : 
went again out of the City, with his Diſciples. In 
their Way, Chriſt exhorts them to have Faith, and 


be 
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be ſtedfaſt in it, and alſo to forgive their Enemies 


before they pray'd. 


The next Day, being Tueſday, he returned to 


eruſalem, and was teaching in the Temple. The 


: 4 Chiet- Prieſts, the Scribes, and Elders, demanding 
tne 


of him by what Authority he did ſo, he reply'd by 
aſking them another Queſtion, which they not da- 
ring to anſwer, became ſilent. Ihen he propoſed 
ſome Parables to them, foretelling the Franſlation 
of God's Kingdom from the Ferws to the Gentzles, 
Theſe Things heightened the Jew! Anger, but, 
not daring to lay Hands upon him, vy reaton of the 
People, they endeavoured to trap him in his Speech, 
whereby they might lay {ome plau:ible Accuſation 
to his Charge. For which Purpole they ſent ſome 
to aſk him ſome croſs, untoward Queſtions, about 
paying Tribute to Cæſar „about Marriage after the 
Reſurrection, and about the Great Commandment 
in the Law. But, having perfectly ſilenced them 
by the Anſwers he gave, he aſk'd them a Queſtion 
about Chriſt, whether he was the Son of David or 
not, which he put ſo home to them, that, for the 
future, they gave over aſking him any more (Que- 
ſtions. | 
Then Jeſus ſpake to the Multitude and to his 
Diſciples, and bid them obſerve and do whatſoever 
the Scribes and Phariſees taught them, becauſe ey 
ſit in the Chair of Moſes, but not imitate their 
Works; upon which he inveighs bitterly azainit 
their Vices, with Redoublements of Woe to them. 
After which Sermon, fitting over-againſt the Trea- 
ſury, he extols the poor Widow's C W AL and 
prefers her poor Mite to the Gifs of rich WE 
Jeſus going out of the Temple in the Evening 


his Diſciples came to him, to defire he would vie oY 


that ſtately Pile, whoſe wonderful Structure, (rna- 
ments, and Materials, oy themſelves admired. 


To 
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To which he anſwered, that a Time would come 
when it ſhould all be deſtroy'd. Then going to 
Mount Olivet, and ſeating himſelf over- againſt the 
Temple, he tells them what Sufferings they muſt 
undergo, and how they were to behave themſelves 
in them; what Signs will fore-run the Conſumma- 
tion as well of Feruſalem as of the whole World: 
But, at the ſame Lime, he gives them to under- 
ſtand, that the Time of his coming is uncertain 
for which Reaſon they mult be vigilant, and upon 
the Watch, which he manifeſts by the Parables of 
the Ten Virgins and the Trading Servants, which 
he cloſeth with a Deſcription of the Univerſal Judg- 
ment. 

Wedneſday in the Morning, he acquaints them 
that the Pa/cha was to be kept two Days after, and 
foretells that he was to be betray'd and crucify'd. 
In the mean Time, the Chief-Prieſts, Scribes, and 
Elders, aſſembled themſelves in the Palace of the 
High-Prieſt, to conſult which Way to put their 
villainous Intent in Execution, Very ſeaſonably 
for their wicked Purpoſe, comes Judas Iſcariot, and 
proffers to betray his Maſter, and deliver him into 
their Hands, for Thirty Pieces of Silver paid down, 
which he received immediately, and left them, full, 
of his intended Deviliſh Work. 

Laſtly, On Thurſday Chriſt ſends two of his Diſ- 
ciples to prepare the Paſcha for him, giving them 
the Token by which they ſhould know the Man of 
the Houſe where he would eat the Paſcha. You'll 
meet him, ſaid he, carrying a Pitcher of Water. 

Now comes the Fourth Paſcha of Chriſt's 
Preaching, in which he ſufter'd Death; ſo that, 
from his Baptiſm until this Time, Three full Years 
aud Three Months were run out. 


* 
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Reflections. 


Aud is it true, my Soul, that thy Lord and Sawvi- 


.our is. re/tl:fsly taking Pains for thy Happineſs, omits 


no Occaſion to convince thee of the undoubtcd Truth 
and Sincerity of his Difrime, forctells his Death and 
Manner of it, and 1s readily diſpoſed to yield himſelf 


Sacrifice, as an utmoſt Tetimony of his tender A 


eftion to thee, whilſt thou, wigrateful thou, fer all 
he Favours and Mercies, blind to thine own true 
Good and Intereſt, and inſenſible of thy future Cordi— 
tion, can't vet yet abandon ihe Ils falſe Allure- 
merits, can'/t not yet fee the Nature of thy Felicity, 
nor examine how much it imperts thee to have thy fu- 
ture State always befere thine Eyes? Or was it a 


ſight Teſtimony of God's Goodneſs to thee, to ſend his 


only Son into this unbelieving and ungrateful IH od, 
expoſe him to infinite Croſſes, ie the Scorn, Indignities, 
and moſt bloody Inſults of an mhuman People, for no 
other Purpsſe than to teach thee how to be for cuer 
happy? Or is thy eternal Beatitude an Affair of [0 
little Conſequence as to be neglected! 

Beware, my Soul, bcivare betimes of the Falſi ond, 
Flypocriſy, and Hard-heartednrſs of the Saddnces, 
and of the Pharifecs, and of the Herodians. Their 
Dedtrine, like their Devotion, is all Counterfeit, ts 
all Difſimulation, and is all Pride at the Bottom. 
Chri/t teaches us to be ſincere in our Belief, as well as 
in our Afioms. He teaches a Piety to Heaven that 7s 
accompanied with Humility and Prudence, not Bigs- 
try and Arrogance. And he teaches us to live him, 
becauſe, in doing ſo, we ſhall meet with eternal Fe- 
licity, which undoubtedly is our greateſt and only In- 
tereſt. He is our Life and Reſurreftion. In him 
then let us repoſe eur Confidence; let us obſerve, and 
lay up in cur Hearts, his Holy Lens and Exam- 
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ples. Te mf? therefore ceaſe is be ambitions ; ws 
muſt baniſh all Reſentment for Injuries done to us, 
much tefs mufl we ſee Revenge fer them. With Ma- 
TY We Muſt chuſe the better Part; and, if we will 
feliquw Chriſ?, we muſt alſo carry our Croſs, Be net 
ſtartled at this, my Soul, the TWorld is full of Treu- 
les and vexations Accidents, as well as Pleaſures and 


delightful ones + This Mixture compoſes all our Har- 


meny; and ſuch it is, and fo fercibly chains us to it- 


felf, that wwe are not able af ourſelves to break aur 
Fettirs. Frem this dilightful Bondage Chrift would 
reſcue us by a total Change of our u ions. This 
7s the Creſs we are to carry; this Fiftery over cur- 
felves is the Burthen we are to undergo ; Neither is it 
fo difficult er heavy as our Imagination repreſents it to 
us; and the Happineſs we are to reap for fo ding is a 
Leecompence infinitely al ede du, Hees, or what we 
ean corceite, And can we better ſpend our Time than 
in mediating en greater Felicities than this Meld 
contains, ard in beſiqwing our whole Hearts on him 
who will make us Poſ}:fſors of them? Search, my 


Saul, into the inmoſt Receſſes of thyſelf, and ſee if 


thou art diſpoſed to abandon all the tempting Allure- 
ments of this IV orld. Say not, with the young Ru- 
ler, that thou haſt ever been a ſtric?! Obſerver of the 
Commandments : That's not enough to gain eternal 
Life; fer, to manifeſt that thou do'ſt ſo, ſhew thy 
Promptneſs to relinquiſh all ta the Poor, give as many 
Prozfs of thy Love of Chriſt as he has done of his to 


thee. If he lived in Poverty, it was for thy Sake; 


if he is refuſed a Lodging, and wants a Place to 
repsſe his wearicd Body in, wearied with travelling 
thro Provinces, to inſtruct an ob/tinate and maiicicus 
People in the ay to Heaven, thou may'ſt well bluſh 
to ſee him underga ſo much for thee, whilſt thou re- 
pineſt to ſuffer any Thing for thyſelf. Or, if thou art 
uot yet convinced that ibſe Flardſhips were for Leve 
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of thee, how will thy faint 9 e of Love to 


him, or rather of thine own Good, how will they ap- 
pear in thy Defence at the laft Day? Ah ny Soul, 
they will be but weak Advocates; and be aſſured that 
the Objeft, towards which thy Acfections are ſtrongeſt 


at thy Departure out of this Morld, will be their Qb- 
Jeet for ever. 


Ferſake then all Love towards this dangerous Morld, 
and be/tow it on Felicities that will never be taken from 
thee; keep cloſe ta thy Saviour in his Triumph, and 
remark the Unſleadineſs of Human Applauſes, even 
towards him who deſerves our whole Hearts, and our 
eternal Floſannah's, But weep, my Soul, at the fad 
News he tells thee of his approaching Death; deplore 
thy Offences, which have largely contributed towards 
it; be moved at length with his innumerable Suffer - 
ings; now heartily reſolve to overcome the Perver ſe- 
neſs of thy Nature, and ſo diſpoſe thy Afﬀettions, that 
thou may'/t be prepared joyfully to receive the ſurpri— 
21mg Summons to another State, 


— 
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The PFrurth Paſcha. The Series of Chriſt's 
Paſhion, his Death and Reſurrection, io his 
Aſcenſion. 


TH about Evening, which was the firſt 
Day of the Paſchal Feaſt, Jeſus came to the 
Houſe appointed, with the Twelve, who ſat down 
with him, and together eat the Paſchal-Lamb, 
When Supper was done, he waſh'd their Feet ; 
preſently after he inſtitutes and gives them the Sa- 
crament of his Body and Blood. 

Then, with ſome Trouble, he tells that one of 


them would betray him the ſame Night. At laſt he 


told Judas that he was the Man, who immediately 


went out. Soon after, there happened a Conteſt 
a= 
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amongſt the Diſciples which of them was t he grea- 
ter, (and conſequently farcheſt from any treache- 
rous Deſign) which Strife of theirs Chriſt reproves, 
and recommends Humility to them, and the new 
Commandment of mutual Charity. 


He tells Peter, that he had pray'd for his being 


ſtedfaſt in Faith, and bios bim, when he is once 
converted, to confirm his Brethren. Par, boaſt- 
ing of his Courage and Conſtancy, is mortify'd by 
being told by his Maſter, that he would deny him 
Thrice. After this mortiſying Sentence, Chriſt 
comforts them with great Humanity and Kindneſs, 
and raiſes their dejected Spirits by a long Speech to 
them, which he cloſeth with a Prayer to his eternal 
Father for his Apoſtles, and all the Faithful, as well 
preſent as future. 

When Jeſus had ſaid the moſt terder and moving 
Things in the World, he went with his Diſciples 
beyond the Torrent C:dron to Mount Clibet. In 
their Way Chriſt again foretells them that, the 
ſame Night, they would all be ſcandalized in him, 
Which every one utterly deny'd ; but Peter more 
confidently than the reſt denied that he would be 
ſcandalized : But Chriſt reply'd, that he would ſin 
more grievouſly than any of them. Afterwards 
they came to a Farm-place, called Gethſemane, 
where was a Garden. 

He and his Diſciples went into it, but, chuſing 
out three of them, he went a little further, Ieav- 
ing the reſt behind, where he tells them the Agony 
he is in, and that his Soul is forrowful, even to 
Death. However, he bid them ſtay there and 
watch, whilſt he went a little Diſtance from them, 
where he pray'd three ſeveral Hours, in ſuch tor- 
menting Pangs, that he ſweat Drops of Blood, 
which run down from him to the Ground, Be- 
. tween each Hour he viſits his Three Diſciples, 

whom 
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whom he finds aſleep every Time. Whilſt he 
prays, an Angel appears to comfort him. Coming 
to his Diſciples the third I ime, he bids them now 
ſleep on and take their Reſt. *Tis enough, ſays he, 
the Son of Man hall be betray'd into the Hands of 
Sinners. Riſe, let us go; behold the Traytor is at 
hand. 'The Word was not quite out of his Mouth, 
when Judas appeared at the Head of a Band of 

of Men and Officers, from the Chief-Prieſt and 
Phariſees, follow'd by a Rabble with Lanthorns 


: 

; and Torches, Swords, Staves, and other Wea- 

|; pons. Chriſt meets them, and receives the Tray- 
tor's Salute, only ſaying to him, Friend, for what 

art thau come? Judas, betraye/t thou the. Son of 

| Man with a Kiſs? Then he ſurrenders himſelf, 

| 


but charges them not to touch his Diſciples. Peter, 
to ſhew the Courage he had ſo much boaſted of, 
drew his Sword, and cut off Malchus's Ear, which 
Teſus immediately healed, with ſome Reproof to 
Pater for doing ſo, and reproaching the Fews for 
aſſaulting a naked Man with ſuch an armed Mul- 

titude. When his Diſciples ſaw him a Priſoner, 
they fled away, And a certain young Man fol- 
low'd Jeſus, having only a Linen Cloth about his 
Body, whom when the Officers would have ſeized, 
he flung off that looſe Garment, and run away 
naked, 

Jeſus being now taken, he is led, with his Hands 
bound, firſt to Annas, and then to Caiphas ; Peter 
{till following at a Diſtance. Here Chriſt is firſt 
examined about his Doctrine and his Diſciples; to 
which he reply'd, that his Doctrine was no Secret, 
for he had taught it openly in the Synagogue, and 
in the Temple and therefore he might be inform'd 
of it by theſe who had heard him. At which one 

* of the Officers ſtruck him, with the Palm of his 
Hand, upon the Face. After this, the 8 
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Prieſts and Elders, and all the Council, endeavour'd 
to find out falſe Witneſſes ; and at length two ap- 
peared, who diſagreeing in their Teſtimony, Chriſt 
vouchſafed not to make any Reply to their Accu- 
ſation. But it was demanded of him whether he 
was Chriſt ; to which he anſwered in the Affirma- 


tive. Whereupon he was adjudged to be guilty of 
Death. 


Mean while Peter, warming himſelf at the Fire, 


is known by a Maid who kept the Door, and other 
Servants, who, three ſeveral Times, tax'd him 
with being a Follower and Diſciple of Chriſt, who 
as often poſitively deny'd it, and at laſt ſwore that 
he knew him not ; but, at that very Inſtant the 
Cock crowing, he remembered what Jeſus told 
him, who alſo turn'd back and look'd on him. 
Struck with Shame and Remorſe, he immediately 
went out and wept bitterly. Jeſus being now con- 
demn'd is a thouſand Ways ignominiouſly treated 
and affronted by all. 

The next Morning he is again brought before 


the Council, and, perſiſting in the Confeſſion that 


he was Chriſt, he is again condemn'd to die; fo 


that, being bound, he is led to Pontius Pilate, the 


whole Council waiting on him. 

Judas ſeeing him condemn'd, repenting what he 
had done, reſtored the I hiity Pieces of Silver that 
he had received, confeſſing that Le had betray'd 
innocent Blood, and then went away and hang'd 
himſelf, and ſoon after burſt. The Chiet-Pricits, 
taking the Money, conſulted what they ſhould do 
with it; for, being the Price of Blood, it was not 
lawful to lay it in the T reafury. They reſclved, 
therefore, to buy with it the Potters-Field, to bu- 


ry Strangers in, and call'd it Haceldama, or, The , 


Ficld of Blood. | | 
The Jews, who carry'd Jcſus to Pilate, at firſt 
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declined to accuſe him. But, when Pilate would not 


d have him put to Death without knowing the Cauſe, 
= >= they then alledged many Things, but chiefly for 
kt * ſaying that he was Chriſt, a King. Plate, taking 
[= ” him aſide, examin'd him upon that Head, and re- 
e . © ceived ſo great Satisfaction, that he went out to 
the Jews and Chief-Prieſts, and told them plainly 
f that he found no Cauſe why he ſhould ſufter Death. 


This raiſed a general Murmur among the People, 
5 crying that he was a Seducer, and one that ſtirr'd 
r Sedition throughout all Fury, beginning from Ga- 
1 lilee. Pilate, underſtanding that he was a Galil-ar, 
0 (partly to rid his Hands of this troubleſome Affair, 
tf 
e 
1 
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and partly to oblige Herod) ſent him to Herd, 
who was Tetrarch of that Province, but at that 
Lime in Fer»/alem. He received that Favour kindly 
at Pzlate's Hands, and, cauſing our Saviour to be 
„ #2 contemptuouſly dreſs'd up in a White Robe, ex- 
, * poſed him to the Scoffs and Infolencies of the Sol- 
' diery. When that was done, he return'd him to 

Pilate in that ignominious Dreſs. 
| + Plate fo highly obliged Herod by gratifying his 
- 7 Curioſity to ſee Jeſus, that they became Friends 
from that Time. When Chriſt was come back, 
+, Pilate aſſembles the Chief-Prieſts and Magiſtrates, 
and declares to them, that, ſince neither ers nor 
he found any Thing in him worthy of Death, he 
was reſolved to diſmiſs him, when he had inflicted 
ſome Puniſhment on him. But, flirt, he trys ano- 
ther Way of delivering him ; which was to offer 
them Barabbas, a notorious Offender, to be put to 
Death inſtead of Chriſt, not doubting that they 
would rather ſet an innocent Man at Liberty than a 
Man guilty of Murder. But, notwithſtanding all 
that Pilate could fay in Behalf of Chriſt, they pre- 
ferr'd Barabbas, and demanded Jetus to be cruci- 


fied. 
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P:late, being fruſtrated of his Expectation, de- 
liver'd Jeſus to be ſcourged. When that was done, 
the Soldiers gathered about him, and, ſtripping 
him, they, in Deriſion, cloathed him with a Pur- * 
ple Robe, and platted a Crown of Thorns, which 
they put on his Head, and a Reed in his Hand for a 
Scepter. In this injurious and tormenting Dreſs, . 
they kneel before him, mock him, and jeeringly 
falute him King of the Jens; Then they ſtrike _ 
him with their Hands, ſpit upon him, beat him 
with the Reed, and again ſalute him King of the 

ews. After he had ſuffered theſe Aﬀronts and 
ndignities, in a Condition that would have moved 
Stones to Pity, Pilate expoſes him to the Sight of 
the 7ews, in the Thought that ſuch a Spectacle 
would have ſoften'd their Hearts, and have extin- 
guiſh'd their Rage. But, inſtead of that, they 
cry'd out, (with an unparallell'd Inhumanity, and 
an unbridled Fury) Crucify him ! Crucify him! and, 
to colour their mad, hair-brain'd Actions with 
ſome Shew of Reaſon, they fay that he is guilty of 
Death, becauſe he ſaid that he was the Son of Gd. 
Pilate, however, endcavoured to releaſe him; but, 
the Zews threatening to bring an Accuſation of 
Treafon againſt him, if he releaſed Chriſt, he was 
overcome by the Terror of their Menacies ; there- 
fore, yielding to his own Fears and their importu- 
nate Clamours, he went into the Judgment-Hall, 
to pronounce the Sentence of Death againſt Jeſus. 

Being already ſeated, and about to give the Sen- 
tence, his Wife ſent to him her Deſire that he 
would deſiſt. Pilate, therefore, pleading once 
more for his Liberty, but without Succeſs, and 
finding the Tumult increaſe, he waſhes his Hands 


before all the People, ſignifying, that he was free 


from any Share in the Blood of that juſt Man, 


. whilſt they, with fearful Imprecations, draw his 
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Blood upon their own Heads, and the Heads of 
their Poſterity. When Pilate heard what they 
ſaid, he delivers Jeſus up to them to be crucify'd, 


* faying, 1t ſhould be as they required. 


Thus condemn'd, they again ftrip our Saviour 


of his Purple Robe, deride him, and put on his 


con Garments. Then they lay his Crofs on his 
Shoulder, and lead him out of the City to be cru- 


cify'd. 


In the Way, as they were conducting him, 
they laid his Croſs upon Simon, a Cyrenian, that they 


1 might make more haſte to the Place of Execution. 


7 


N 


A great Company of People followed; the Wo- 


men bewailed and lamented him. Jeſus, turning 


7 


towards them, bids them ceaſe to lament him, and 


7 turn their Tears and Lamentations on themſelves 
and Children; for a fevere Revenge would, 'e're 


long, fall upon their Heads. 

When he was come to Mount Calvary, with the 
two Thieves in his Company, they gave him to 
drink Wine mingled with Myrrh and Gall ; which 
when he had taſted, he would not drink. At the 
third Hour they crucify'd him between the two 
Thieves, who accompany'd him. Upon the Croſs 
he prays for his Crucifiers. By Pilate's Appoint- 


ment this Inſcription is hx*d on the Top of the 


Croſs, Feſus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, which 
was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, The 
Zews, who read it, were offended, and defired 
P:late to alter it, but he would not. 

| Then the Soldiers took his Garments, which 
they divided into four, and caſt Lots for them. In 
the mean Time, the Pontifices and Soldiers, look=- 
ing on, infulted him, whilſt he was dying, in very 
opprobrious T'erms ; which one of the Thieves alſo 
did, but the other reproved him for it, confeſles 


« Chriſt to be God, and obtains of him to be ad- 


mitted into Paradiſe, 'T hen beholding his Mother 


ſtand- 


. 
ſtanding near the Croſs, he recommends her to the 
Care of the Diſciple whom he loved. 

Whilſt theſe Things paſs'd, the Sixth Hour be- 
ing come, an univerſal Darkneſs ſpread itſelf over 
the whole Earth until the Ninth Hour; about 


which Time Jeſus cry'd with a loud Voice, Eli, 


Eli, lamma-ſabattham ? My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Soon after, he ſaid, / thir/?, 
The Soldiers, turning all into Jeſt, offered him 


ſome Vinegar to drink; which as ſoon as he had 


taſted, he ſaid, It is conſummated, and once more 
raiſing his Voice, for the laſt Time, he ſaid, Fa- 
ther, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit. Then 
his Head ſinking down, he gave up the Ghoſt. 
Immediately the Vail of the Temple was rent in 
two from the Top to the Bottom, and the Earth 


trembled, the Rocks were ſplit, and the Graves 


opened, from whence iſſued many Bodies of the 
Saints after his Reſurrection, and went into the 
Holy City, where they appeared to many. The 
Centurion, who ſtood over-againſt him, when he 


ſaw theſe Things, glorified God, confeſſing, that 


this was indeed a juſt Man, and was certainly the 
Son of God. The reſt, ſtruck with Fear and A- 
mazement, went away ſmiting their Breaſts, and 
ſaying, Truly, this was the Son of Gd. The Jeus, 
by reaſon the Sabbath was at Hand, obtain'd Leave 
to break their Legs ; which was done to the two 
Thieves, but not to Chriſt, becauſe he was already 
dead ; but one of the Soldiers pierced his Side with 
a Launce, from which Wound immediately iſſued 
Blood and W ater. 

After this, when the Evening was come, 7o/eph 


of Arimathea went to Pilate and begg'd the Body 
of Jeſus, with Permiſſion to bury it; which being 
granted, he wrapp'd it in a fine, new Linen Cloth, 
with Spices, according to the 7ewih Faſhion ;. 
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which done, with the Aſſiſtance of Nichodemus, hc 
* lays the Body in a new Monument of his own, 
? which was hewn out of a Rock, and roll'd a Stone 


over. This Place was marked by Mary Magdalen, 


by Mary the Mother of James the Leſs and Foſeph, 
and Salome, and by the Mother of the Sons of Ze- 


N bedee. The next Day, that is, the Sabbath, with 


Pilaic's Conſent, the Phariſees ſeal up the Sepul- 


e -chre, and ſet a Guard about it, to the end his Diſci- 


ples ſhould not ſteal away his Body, and then re- 
port that he was riſen from the Dead. 


Reflections. 
Behold, a grateful Recompence for ſo much Love / 


h much Pains for ſo many and ſe great Sufferings ! 
Behold, a glorious Concluſion to ſuch marvellous Be- 
ginnings! Behold, a Life expoſed to Hardſhips, La- 
lour, and the Malice of Men, breathing its laſt in 

* Torments! and behold, my Soul, thy Lord moſt bar- 

i. baroufly cruciſy'd, after a moſt vile, bloody, and inhu- 

' man Treatment! But thou, O my Soul, thou art the © 

Occaſion of all this; thy Love ta the IVorld was 3 

1 deeply rooted, ſoa riveted, ſo inveterate, that every 

Step and Circumſtance of his painful Sufferings, his 


4 


Miracles and Preaching, and his Death and Paſſion, 
© were abſolutely neceſſary for thy Saluation. Complain, 
my Soul, complain no more of thy Adverſity, of thy 
Croſſes, and of thy Sufferings, which thou haj! but 
too juſtly merited, which thy Sins have pul d pg thy 
Head, and which yet thiu niay ſi convert iuto a Bleſ- 
ing, by making a right Ujz a, them, by letting them 
be a means to wean thy Afﬀections from this World, 
whoſe ' Delights have ſuch bitter Allays, and mate 
4hee ſeek ors and embrace thaje Pleaſures which are 
truly fuch, and which are euer laſting. | 
Turn then thy Eyes, and wicw thy Lord amidſt the 
| I Shades 
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Shades of Night, in the Garden of Gethſemane, 
moſt /trangely transfigured before thee, not into Glory, 
as on the Mountain, but into a Man of Sorrow, in- 
to an Object, my Soul, which thou oughteſt not to be- 
Hold without pouring out a Flood 4 penitential Tears, 
for every Drop of Blood, whic 

thy Lord is in makes him ſweat, and trickling from 
the Pores of his affiifted Bady, waters the Earth 
about him. Il hat haſt thou ever done, my Soul, to- 
wards thy own Salvation, that bears any Proportion 
with this Agony of thy Sawviour's, which ſo movingly 
calls upon thee to look upon him in this Extremity of 
Miſery, (which nevertheleſs is but the Beginning of 
his future Paſſion) and meaſures the Greatneſs of his 
Love to thy Happineſs by the Condition to which it has 
reduced him? Oh my dear Lord, how can I behold 
that Divine Face, on which Angels rejoice to look, all 
bathed in Blood, running in Purple Streams upon the 


Ground, without the utmoſi Confuſion that can ſeize 


a Soul, which yet retains the leaſt Spark of its Hu- 
nanity? But why, my Lord, are you ſo laviſh of 


that Sacred Blood, each Drop of which is ſo precious, 


and of ſuch ineſtimable, intrinſic Value? I murmur, 
O my God, with much more Reaſon, at this unvalu- 


able IVaſte and Profuſton, than did the ſpiteful Jews 


at the pious Magdalen's Ointment which ſhe poured 
upon your Sacred Feet, But reflect, my Soul, and 
conſider ſeriouſly with thyſelf ; thy Saviour's precious 


Bled, tho" never fo prodigally ſhed, is no where wa- 


fled nor ſpent in vain, but where it meets with Ingra- 
titude, where it meets with Sculs 8 of ſo great 
Teſtimonies of bis Love, and where they reſolutely 
purſue thoſe Courſes from which he endeavoured to dij- 

. ſuade the World by his Miracles and Preaching. 
Suffer not then, my Soul, thy Saviour's dear Blood 
to be loſt upon thee, but repay his Love of thee with 
that of thy whole Heart; that's all he requires a 
179 'y 


the painful Agony 
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thy Hands in return for all his Sufferings : The Au 
guiſh in which thou ſee/t him for thy Sake, thy con 
Intereſt, and thy eternal Welfare, moſt earneſtly fo 
licit thee to it. I hat Heart can be fo ſtubborn, {0 
relentleſs, as not to be ſoſtened, not to yield at ſuch a 


power ful Inflance of the meft real Love ! But, if we 


meditate on what yet remains, we ſball encounter ſuch 
tragical Paſſages as would made a Heart of Adamant 
ts Jarrow. 

After three Heurs' Prayer in this bitter Agony, he 


7s betray'd into the Hands of theſe Officers who were 
ſent to apprehend him. He voluntarily furrenders 


kimfelf up to the Mercy of theſe blogdy-minded Pio 
ple, who immediately Lind his Hands, and hurry him 
from one Court of Fudicature ie another 3 but he i, 
declared imiocent by all his Fudges. This increaſes 
the Rage of his Enemies, whom nothing but his Death 
can ſatisfy. And here my Pen finds itjelf tes wweak to 
proceed in its Undertalrg., No Therght can form to 
itſelf a true Iden of the future tragical Events, ard 
to attempt the genuine Deſcription of them is a Taſk 
too preat for all Human Capacity. Yet behold, O my 
Scul ! behold an Object the mejt moving that ever Hye 
beheld ! thy dear Lord, thy moſt holy Pontiſcx, thy 
more than Father, thy loving Savizur, and thy God, 
in the Court of Pilate, is become a Sacrifice 10 the 
Tlelliſh Rage of Human Adonſters] a meſt bleady Sa- 
crifice! Alas! he is firipp'd, he is feourg'd, he is 
buffeted, he is ſpit upon, and he is crown'd with 
Thorns, Thus wounded from Head to Foot, or rather 
but one entire Wound throughout his Body; thus tor 
and mangled, thus blordy, the King, nit of the Jews 
only, but of Heaven and Earth, is expoſed to the 
View of that ungrateſul, that relentleſs People. And 
can't thou too, my Soul, be a Spectator without being 
ſtruck with a Sacred Horror, and perfect Deteſtation 
of the Authors and Actors in this ſacrilegious Tragedy ? 

I 2 here 
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Ihe: thin are thy Tears, thy Tears of Sorrow and at 
Contrition, thy perfect Hatred of thy Sins, for which the 
theſe Things are come to paſs * If Shame makes thee IV 
caſt down thine Eyes, and not dare to lift them up to pin 
fee the maſt cruel Leis of which thy Sins have been an 
the barbarous Occaſion, give Ear at leaſt to his Com- tres 
Plaints, O all you who paſs by, behold and fee if =! 
there is any Grief comparable to my Grief! Fr V 
thy Sake, O Paſſenger, I am thus inhumanly treated 15 
Becauſe I lived and endeavoured thy eternal TWelfare, R 
I am become an Obje& of Scorn and Malice; and, fu 
becauſe I have ſpoken ſo much Truth, I am going to (0 
Shed the Remainder of my Blood, and yield up my la- 1 
teſt Breath on the Croſs. Bewail not me, O Paſſen- 8 
ger, ibo my Pains are great, but letbail thine own F Tt 
C imes, fer which J ſuffer them. The World ant  e 
thine otzou Conſcience ſhall, one Day, bear Witneſs of { a 
the nan and great Prosfs that ] have given of my / 
Love tr thee. Love me at lea for thine cwn Sake, ? 


if thou can'ft not do it fer mine. Proſirate thyſelf, 
O my Siu, (for thin art the Paſſenger to whem thi je 
Complaints and Advice are addreſs'd) ard humbly @- * 
dere thy abeminably afſronted Lord, thy King, and thy 
Ged; make Proteſlations if eternal Fideliiy in thy 
Live ef him alede all Things, and implore his dying 
Benedict ion upon thee, 

Pity the Jewiſh Inſenſibility at ſo deplorable a Spec- WK 
tacle befere their Eyes, able ts have ſoften'd the Hearts 3 
ef Tygers, or what was miſt inhuman. They ci, % 
Away with him, Crucify him ! Crucify him! We 

will have no other King but Cæſar; let his Blood 
be upon our Heads, and the Heads of our Poſterity. 
Good God ! what tranſported Modneſs, what un- 
heard-of E xecrations are theſe ! Obſerve, my Seoul, 
with what Fury they purſue their Helliſh Purpoſe -. 
T hey lzad his Shoulders with a heavy Croſs, too heavy My 
far his Strength to bear: Simon, the Cyrenian, 75 
ai 
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at laj? compell'd to undertake the Carriage of the Bur- 
then to the Place of Execution, Here our Saviour's 
IL ounds are all afreſh torn open with the violent ſtrip- 


ping off his Cloaths, his Hands and Feet bored thro”, 


and faften'd to the Croſs with Nails, which, being 


rear*d into the Air, is rudely pitch'd into the Earth, 


with a tormenting Folt to that delicate Body which the 
Holy Ghojt had fram'd, the People and Soldiers in 


4 the mean while ſending forth their Shouts and inſolent 


Reproaches. The whole Weight of his Body is now 


ſuſtain'd by four cruel Wounds ; in which painful 


Condition he charitably pardons the Authors of all his 
Miſery, and remains ſome Hours in that affiifling 
State, (loaded with mare Affronts and repeated Inju- 
ries) *till he yielded up his Soul into the Hands of his 
eternal Father. G God! how hat thou aban- 
don'd thy only dan hoto great is thy Love to us, far 
whoſe Sake thin hat thus abanden'd him to innume- 
rable Sufferings, to an ignominious and meft painful 
Death! And what, my Sul, what wilt thou do 
now thy Lord ts crucify'd and dead, but crucify'd and 
dead for thy Redemption. To convince thee of his real 
APeAin, to atteſt the Truth of his Doctrine, to ful- 
fil the Prophefirs, and to engage a reaprocal Love 
from thee, be has added this laſt Te/limony te ſo many 
others. And what greater Prosfs, what more un- 
doubted Expreſſions, could Love itſelf find out, by 
which to manifeſt its Sincerity, its Purity, and its 
Ardour ?£> Take then, my Soul, a Reſolution worthy 
of - thee, and utterly diſengage thyſelf from all thy 
looſe and criminal Afeftions, (and all are ſuch where 
Ged is not the Olject) raiſe in thy Heart an ever- 
laſting Monument (alas ! I cannot ſay it is a Place 
where never any Thing was laid, for Vanity and Folly 
Have too often been harboured there) to thy dead Lord, 
there let him live, there let him reign abſolutely for 
ever, If at any Time the Pleaſures of the World re- 

| turn 
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turn to thy Imagination in their moſt alluring Forms 
and tempting Shapes, look upon them as Enemies to 
thy Happineſs, as Difturbers of thy Tranquility, and 
as Crimes which were the Cauſe of the Death and 
Paſſion of thy dear, dread Lord, to tu hom then haſt 
given the entire Poſſeſſion of thyſelf; which thou 
oug tet to have done in thy moſt early Years. De- 
plore then the Loſs of ſo much Time; deplore the mi- 


ſerable Strrgtg.which thy miſplaced Aﬀetions had re- 


duced thee, and make a Sacrifice of them all at the 
Fiet of the Holy Croſs. Thy God has promiſed Pa- 
radiſe to the repenting Thief; and be aſſured, my 
Soul, that thy Refentance will not go unrewarded. 
Deſpair not becauſe then ſegſt thy Saviour dead and in 
his Grave, but mourn for his Abſence, and confidently 
expect the fulfilling of his promiſed Reſurrection ; 
wait at his Holy Sepulchre, that thou ay gain that 
Jubilee, that Deliverance from thy Sins which he is 
gong to diſtribute to the Holy Patriarchs and Prophets, 
who have long repoſed in Abraham's Boſom, in Ex- 
pedtation of this bleſſed Day. 


PR 
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The Reſurrection. 


T HE Evening being paſt, the Women prepare 
their Spices to anoint the Body of Jeſus; and 
for this Purpoſe (on Sunday Morning carly, which 
was the Day after the Sabbath) they went to the 
Monument with the Spices which they had prepa- 
red. As they drew near, an Angel deſcending re- 
moved the Stone from the Mouth of the Sepul- 
chre, the Earth trembling at the ſame Time: At 
which the Guard, ſtruck with a Panic, fell to the 


Ground half dead. In the mean Time, the Wo- $ 


men, as they walk'd along, were debating among 
themſelves how they ſhould uncover the . 
C- 
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# becauſe the Stone was very great; but, being come 
to the Place, they found it roll'd away, and an 
Angel fitting upon it clad all in White, and his 
Countenance like Lightning. 

He bid them not be afraid, and told them that 
Jeſus was already riſen from Death, encouraging 
them, at the ſame Time, to go into the Sepulchre, 
mi- which they would find to be empty, and ordered 
72- t: them to let the Diſciples know as much. They en- 
the _ tered in ſome Coniternation, where they found two 
a- Angels, who told them the ſame News; but the 
u += Body of our Lord was not there. Mary Magda- 
ed. len ran out, and ſo did the other Women, and, 
in finding the Apoſtles, told them that our Lord's Bo- 
2 day was taken away, and that Angels had appeared 
„„ to them, who ſaid that he was alive: Upon which, 
at Peter and John ran to ice the Truth of what they 
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„ _ heard, where not finding the Body, they really be- 
„ lieved that ſome-body had taken it away: But 
= Mary, who return'd with the Apoſtles, ſtay'd be- 


hind at the Sepulchre, deploring the Loſs, and, 
looking about to find it, ſaw two Angels, who aſk'd 
her why ſhe wept : Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, they have taken 
'* away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
Him. Afterward, turning about, ſhe ſaw Feſus, 
whom at firſt ſhe took for the Gardener : He bid 
her tell his Brethren that he was riſen from the Dead: 
She went, therefore, and told the Diſciples what 
ſhe had ſeen and heard; but they believed her not. 
It alſo happened that, as the other Women were 
aſtoniſhed, two Men ſtood by them in glittering 
Apparel, who, perceiving the Fright they were in, 
bid them not be diſmay'd, nor ſeek there for jeſus, 
of Nazareth, who was riſen according to his Word: 
Go, therefore, ſaid they, and tell his Diſciples, and 
Peter, that he is riſen. In their Way Jeſus meets 
them, and ſalutes them with A Hail: They pre- 
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27 approach him, and, falling down to embrace 
his Feet, adored him. Jeſus bid them not fear, 
but go and tell my Brethren that I would have them go 
into Galilee : Which they reported to the Eleven, 
and all the reſt, who were ſtill incredulous, and 


_ Whilſt theſe Things paſs'd, the Watch, which 
had been frighten'd at the Monument, came into 
the City, and told the Chief-Prieſts all that had 
happened : But they, to ſmother the Truth, cor- 
rupted theſe Fellows with Money, and made them 
report, that his Diſciples had ſtolen the Body away, 
which Falſhood the Jews believe to this Day. The 
Apoſtles remaining ſtill in their Incredulity, Chrift 
appears to Peter, and then to two Diſciples in their 
Way to Emaus, as they were diſcourſing of the 
late Tranſactions. When they return'd to Fcru- 
ſalem, and the Apoſtles were all met together, they 
acquaint them with the Apparition. The ſame Day, 
being Sunday, in the Evening, Jeſus appeared to 
them all but Thomas, who was abſent, and ſtood in 
the Midſt of them, ſhewing them his Hands and 
Side, which were wounded with the Spear, and 
after that he eat and drank with them. 

Thomas perſiſting in his Unbelief, affirming that, 
unleſs he ſaw the Print of the Nails in his Hands, 
and put his Finger into them, and his Hand into the 
wound in his Side, he would not believe, Jeſus, 
eight Days after,*appeared again to them, when 
Thomas was amongſt them, and offered him the Sa- 


tisfaction he had deſired, which perfectly convinc'd 


bim. The Diſciples being gone into Galilee, accord- 


ing to their Maſter's Command, whilſt they were 
fiſhing in the Sea of Tiberias, Jeſus appeared to 
them on the Shoar, but was not known by them 
*till John diſcover'd him to Peter, faving, 7! 7s cur 
Lord ! After which they dined with him ; and, 

| when 


thought that the Women doated. | 


ace _ when Dinner was done, Jeſus commits the Care of 
ar, his Flock to Peter, and foretells him what Sort of 


„ Lo | Martyrdom he was to w_— Then he ap- 
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pointed them to go up to the Mountain, where he 
appeared to 500 Brethren at once, who, when they 
# ſaw him, adored him; yet ſome doubted. Then 
he appeared to James; and after that to all the A- 
poſtles, at which Time he tells them that all Power 
is in his Hands, and therefore gives them Authority 
7 and his Command to preach and teach the Goſpel 
do all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
3 acquaints them with the Signs that will follow thoſe 
who believe, promiſing to be with them to the End 
of the world. | 
* Laſtly, Having converſed with them during 40 
Days, inſtructing them in what related to the King- 
dom of Heaven, on the 4oth Day he leads them to 
* Bethania, upon Mount Olivet, where he reproved 
their curious Enquiry about the Time when he 
would reitore the Kingdom of 1ſrae/; and then, 
+< lifting up his Hands, he gave them his Benediction, 
and aſcended into Heaven, where he fits at the 
Right Hand of his Father, co-operating with the 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and confirming the word 
with Signs following. 


Reflections. 


' 


Raiſe thy dejected Looks, my Soul, and drooping 
Hlopes; behold, our Lord is riſen from the Grave, tri- 
'' rwumphing over Death, and all the Malice of his Ene- 
mies. See how juſt he is to his Word, and faithful to 
bis Promiſe. He ſalutes thee with his wanted Stweet- 
ne and Affability, All hail ! Fear not ! *Tis I, the 
4 .*« ſamewhim thou haſt diligently followed thro? the whale 

| Courſeof my Preaching, ow thou haſt ſeen work 
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fo many Miracles in Confirmation of my Doftrine, 


whoſe Life was a Sea of Troubles, and whoſe Death 
was accompanied with all Sorts of Torments, Ig- 
nominy, and Affronts, which I oft” foretold would come 
to paſs, as a Thing abſolutely neceſſary for the Salva- 


tion 75 Mankind ; and now I'm riſen from the Dead, 


as 1 alfa foretold I. heuld. Be not afraid, it's no 
Viſion which thou ſeeft ; behold the very Mounds by 
which I was nailed to the Croſs, You alſo ſhall, one 


Day, reaſſume your Body; and then the Reſurrection 


F all Mankind ſball be fulfilPd. Caft thyſelf, O m 
Put at thy Redeemer? Hi, or gms ap theſe 
dear Wounds, adore him with a moſt profound Re- 
ſpeft and Submiſſion, humbly beſeeching that thy Re- 
ſurrection may be to Happineſs, that the Remainder e 
thy ife may be ſpent in continued Acts of Divine Love, 
and that the laſt Moment of it may be ſuch, that the 
Stroke of Death ſhall only Iooſen thee from the Clay 
Obſtacle that hindered thy more perfect Union to him; 
and then eagerly fly, with all the IVings of Love and 
Defire, into the bleſs d Enjoyment of al! Happineſs 
with which thy Saviour will reward thy Fidelity. 
But, tho we muſt, in the mean Time diſpoſe our ſelves 
once more, my Soul, ta loſe the Company of our Lord, 
yet he will not leave us Orphans ; he'll not leave us ex- 
poſed io the dangerous Temptations of the World, with- 
out leaving his Holy Spirit to guide and protect his fu- 
ture Church, his Spirit of Truth, Unity and Holi- 
neſs. Since our Saviour muſt return to Heaven, from 
whence he came, let not us, my Soul, loſe one Moment 


of the Time he has to lay, but improve each Part of 


it to our true Advantage ;. let us not be abſent at any 
Time when he vouchſafes ta appear, that his dear 
Per ſon may imprint in us an eternal Character of Love, 
and that his 1 may add a glowing Warmth 
and Vigour to thy Affection. He'll open to thee the 
Meaning of the Scriptures which foretold the coming 
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A of the Meſſias; he'll declare to thee the Neceſſity of 


th it, of his Death and en and of his Reſurrec- 


g- tion, and Aſcenſion into Heaven, Let us lodge thoſe 
mne Myſteries in our Hearts; let us carefully remember his 
a- 3 holy Leſſons and Inſtructions; and on MountOlivet re- 
4% 4 give his farewel Benediftion on our Knees, there be- 
no | 142 him aſcending into Heaven before thine Eyes, 


by obere he will appear once more to judge the Living 
me and Dead. The ungrateful World will then behold him 
on to their utter Confuſion ; but Poſes who loved him 
my 3 here, whoſe Hearts have followed him to Heaven, will 
ſe 3 rejoice to ſee that glorious, dreadful Day. 


2- i PRoteet, O Lord, and preſerve thy Church, ac- 
9 cording to thy Promiſe, in the Spirit of Holi- 
e, neſs, Truth, and Unity; convert thoſe who, by be- 


he ing Enemies to her, are equally ſo to their own 
ay 7 Happineſs, and the Faith which thou eſtabliſhedſt in 
„ the world. May thy Kingdom come! and my 
ud poor Soul, thro' a perfect and conſtant Love of 
„, B thee, be prepared to receive the welcome Invita- 
+ tion to fit at thy Right Hand for ever 
25 7 ; 
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